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Local Literacy Fest
Encourages Reading
For Fun

MARCH 8 - MARCH 14, 2012

And The Winner
Of The 2012
Women’s History
Contest Is …

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

BY HOLLY KESTENIS

STAFF WRITER

In honor of Women’s
History Month, The Weekly
C h a l lenger New s paper is
sponsoring an essay contest.
Help inspire, educate or illuminate your peers (and older
generations) with your experiences and thoughts on how an
African American woman in
history has inspired you.
Essays must come from the
heart and not the internet. We
are looking for someone who
has personally inspired you;
someone who has made you
think about life. We are not
looking for a general
biography on the person.
Students from grades 6-12
are welcomed to submit a 450
to 500 word essay. Essays will
be judged by school levels.
This will allow a middle
school winner and a high
school winner. Each winning

essayist will receive $100
dollars. Essays will be judged
on content and grammar.
The contest starts March 1
and runs through March 31.
Each week a few select essays
will be published; however, a
winner will not be chosen until
April 11.
Please send your submission and a short paragraph
about yourself to editor@theweeklychallenger.com. If you
do not have internet access,
please send your submission
to: The Weekly Challenger,
2500 MLK Jr., Street South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.
Make sure you include
your age, grade, school and a
picture of yourself. All essays
will be read by a panel of
judges. The contest is opened
to anyone in the Tampa Bay
Area who has been inspired,
and would like to inspire
others.

ST. PETERSBURG – The
James Weldon Johnson Branch
Library hosts a Literary Festival
for community members.
The 2nd Annual James
Weldon Johnson Literacy Fest
took place Saturday, March 3
behind the Johnson Branch
Library at 1059 18th Ave. S.
Co-sponsored by the City of St.
Petersburg, the festival was a
b i g h i t wi t h co m m u n i t y
members.
“We’re trying to appeal to a
wide-range of folks in the
co m m u n i t y, ” Kat h y Do rt ,
Branch Librarian said of the
turnout. We wanted to make
sure there was something of
interest going on all the time.”
Organized by Friends of the
Johnson Library, the event’s
itinerary was indeed action
packed. Free to the public the
festival began at 10am and
lasted until 4pm.
A d u al s ch ed u l e was
utilized, so that there was a
children’s agenda running concurrently with the adult’s
schedule. A variety of inflatable’s, puppet shows, and face
painting was available for kids,
while the adults enjoyed music,
mime shows, stepping presentations, and other artistic avenues
of expression.
The Literacy Festival’s
keynote speaker Erica Riggins,
Bay News 9’s Morning News
Anchor, spoke with adults about
the importance of turning off
the television and promoting
reading for fun in our kids.

Second Annual James Weldon Johnson Literacy Fest

Erica Riggins

“I read all the time,”
Riggins told the crowd. “For
me if a couple days pass and I
don’t get the chance to read,
then I don’t feel good. I have to
read something.”
Riggins quoted stats dealing
with the low literacy rate among

Over 300 books were given out

our youth and how the
Department of Education
emphasizes the need for
children to be able to problem
solve in order to succeed.
“You already know how to
t h i n k c r i t i c a l l y, h o w t o
analyze,” Riggins told parents,

“so we need to teach our
children how to do just that.”
This year’s festival focused
also on the contributions offered
b y t h e l o c a l c o m m u n i t y.
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CLEARWATER – For more
than 34 years, Pinellas High
School met the needs of African
American students from MidPinellas County to the farthest
point north, graduating its first
class in 1934 and its last class in
1968. Students were bused into
the Clearwater school from Largo,
Safety Harbor, Dunedin, and
Tarpon Springs from seventh
grade through 12th grade. This
year, the organization, Bridging
the Achievement Gap (BTAG)
planned and carried out an
amazing program through which
all graduates, their families, their
friends and any other interested
parties could review the school’s
history and honor those who made
the success of Pinellas High

School, its faculties, and its
graduates something of which
they could be proud. Mr. S. W.
Curtis, Sr. and Mr. Cecil B. Keene
were the principals during those
34 years.
Wi t h f e w e r f i n a n c i a l
resources, used books, and many
other types of obstacles, the
dedicated faculty members of
Pinellas High School shared their
own earnings, sometimes doing
without so that their students
could have experiences that they
would otherwise have had only in
their dreams. And all of it paid off.
As student after student shared
memories, poured over old
yearbooks, and passed around
slightly faded snapshots, chins
and shoulders were proudly lifted.
So many participants of this event
thought about where they had
been as students compared with
where they are now and the

Graduates and families

persons they have become.
In the days of segregation and
their time at Pinellas High School,
these former students dared to
dream. Their parents and their
teachers nurtured those dreams

and told them that they could
make those dreams into realities.

HIGH SCHOOL

continued on pg. 5
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TO YOUR HEALTH
Ask Dr. Eva
Young Black Men Infected With HIV At Alarming Rates

BY DR. EVA HERSH, MD

Dear Dr. Eva,
Can you tell me whether it is
true that more blacks, and
especially black gay men, are
infected with HIV than whites?
If it is true, what do you think are
the reasons for this?
BJ
Dear BJ,
Despite some spread in the
heterosexual population, HIV
remains mainly a disease of men
who have sex with men (MSM).
MSM make up about two
percent of the United States population, but they have 61 percent
of all new HIV infections. MSM
in the United States are 19 times
more likely to have HIV than
people in the general population.
African Americans in general
(not just gay and bisexual men)
also have a disproportionate
burden of HIV infection. Although
only 14 percent of the United
States population is African
American, African Americans
make up 44 percent of all people
newly diagnosed with HIV.
Unfortunately, it is true that
young African American MSM
have the highest rates of HIV
infection of any group, and it is

even worse in Baltimore where I
practice than in the rest of the
country. A 2008 Johns Hopkins
study in Baltimore showed that
45 percent of a sample of black
MSM were HIV-positive. The
Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) announced last August
that more than 25 percent of all
new cases of HIV are in young
black MSM, even though this
group makes up less than 0.5
percent of the population.
Nationally, 28 percent of
African American men (1 in 3)
who have sex with men (MSM)
are positive, and 59 percent of
these HIV positive African
American men do not know they
are infected. By comparison, 16
percent of white MSM (1 in 6)
are positive and 26 percent of
them do not know that they are
positive. Among HIV-positive
African American MSM under
age 30, the most sexually active
group, 71 percent do not know
they are infected.
As far as the reasons for the
higher rates of infection in
African American MSM:
Some studies show that
African American MSM have
fewer sexual partners than white
MSM. African American and

white MSM have the same rates
of unsafe sexual behaviors, such
as failure to use condoms and
having anal intercourse.
Gays and bisexuals, like heterosexuals, most often choose
sex partners (and life partners) of
their own ethnic group. African
American MSM make up a
smaller group than white MSM.
Infections spread more quickly
in small groups.
There is still a greater stigma
attached to HIV infection in the
African American community
than in the white community.
People who may be cut off from
family and friends if they
become infected with HIV are
less likely to get tested.
Once they are aware of being
infected, African Americans with
HIV tend to wait longer to start
on HIV medications. Once on a
successful HIV medication
regimen, people have far fewer
HIV virus particles in their
bodies and so are much less
likely to pass on the virus. The
longer a person with HIV goes
untreated, the more their virus
count (viral load) rises and the
more likely they are to pass
infection on to others.
Dr. Eva

First Lady Promotes Fitness
At Basketball Tourney

BY MITCH WEISS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHARLOTTE (AP) - For
a few minutes last Friday, first
lady Michelle Obama turned
the hardwood floor at the
Time Warner Arena into an
elementary school gym.
Obama was in North
Carolina for two Democratic
Party events in Raleigh and
Charlotte.
But before those fundraisers,
she promoted the “Let’s Move!’’
fitness program with children
from two Charlotte elementary
schools. It took place after the
first women’s basketball game at
the Central Intercollegiate
Athletic Association basketball
tournament.
Obama walked to midcourt
and addressed the crowd about
h e r national anti-obesity
campaign. She touted basketball as a way to keep active.
“We need them to be the
next generation to handle chal-

lenges,’’ she said.
She promised she wouldn’t
talk long because “we’re going
to be moving around.’’
“There’s no better way
than basketball to illustrate the
point (of staying healthy.) We
are a basketball family and my
husband is a crazy fanatic
about basketball,’’ she said.
Obama and Sen. Kay Hagan,
(D-NC), then took part as
students from two Charlotte elementary schools competed in a
relay. After the students ran the
length of the court and jumped
rope, Obama and Hagan tossed
them basketballs so they could
take shots. Afterward, Obama
hugged some of the children to
cheers from the crowd attending
the conference tournament.
The first lady’s event took
place in the arena where the
Democratic National Convention
will be held in early September.
The conference, which is
comprised mostly of historically
black colleges and universities, is

Does racial discrimination
harm health? Well according to
a new study, both blacks, and to
a lesser extent, whites experience emotional and physical
distress from discriminatory
treatment.
The study, entitled “Is
D i sc rimination an Equa l
Opportunity Risk?” examined
data on social class, race and
p e rc eived dis cr iminatory
behavior.
It found that approximately
18 percent of blacks and 4
percent of whites reported
being emotionally upset and
having physical symptoms
from race-based mistreatment.
Unlike similar research, the
study examined the health risks
of discrimination among whites

and blacks, as opposed to just
blacks. The analysis used data
from the U.S. Behavioral Risk
Factor Surveillance System.
The study looked at
physical or emotional effects of
race-based discrimination in
health care settings and the
workplace.
More blacks than whites in
the study felt they were treated
poorly at a doctor’s office or
work be ca use o f race (1 8
percent vs. 3 percent). More
blacks also rated themselves as
being in poor health than whites
(22 percent vs. 14 percent).
“Since, on average, black
adults typically experience
more health risks in their social
and personal environment than
white adults (including higher
poverty and lower-quality
medical insurance), they may
be especially vulnerable to

DISTRIBUTED BY
HEALTHY LIVING NEWS

While obese women are less
satisfied with the weight-related
quality of their lives than other
women, black women claim to
have a higher quality of life than
white women of the same
weight, says a new study. In
addition, the study shows that
black women are more
concerned about the physical
limitations than the psychological concerns of being overweight or obese.
The study, by researchers at
the the University of Alabama
was just published in “Applied
Research in Quality of Life.”
Studies show that being
obese not only increases the risk
of d i s e a s e , d i s a b i l i t y a n d
premature death, it also impacts
quality of life. In the U.S.,
approximately 80 percent of
black women over the age of 20
are overweight or obese. That is,
they have a Body Mass Index
(BMI) equal to or greater than
25. BMI is an average of weight
and height. A person with a BMI
greater than 25 is overweight. A
BMI greater than 30 means they
are obese.
The University of Alabama

researchers examined the link
be t w e e n B M I a n d w e i g h t related quality of life in black
and white obese women using
data collected between 2000 and
2010. The women answered a
quality of life questionnaire
covering five areas: physical
function, self-esteem, sexual
life, public distress and work.
The study revealed that as
their body mass index’s rose, the
women’s quality of life measurements fell. However, there
were notable differences in
weight-related quality of life
between black and white
women. With similar BMIs,
black women reported higher
quality of life measurements
than the white women, with selfesteem being particularly high.
The study authors think that
the relationship between weight
and quality of life in black
women may be related to body
image and social norms.
Because black women are more
accepting of larger body sizes,
they reported that their quality
of life was not as adversely
affected by being overweight.
Study researcher Dr. Tiffany
Cox explained that there is a
serious downside of not being
concerned about being over-

80 percent of black women
over age 20 are overweight

weight.
“While the highest quality
of life is desirable as an
indicator of overall well-being,
black women’s perception of
experiencing a high quality of
life despite having a high BMI
may also dampen motivation for
attempting weight loss,” she
said.
Dr. Cox thinks additional
research is needed to further
understand the relationship
between weight and quality of
life in black women and how
those attitudes might affect
physical health.

Doctors Call For
A War On Sugar

DISTRIBUTED BY
HEALTHY LIVING NEWS

Hooping it up
with the first lady

celebrating its 100th year
anniversary this year. The state is
home to eight of the 12 colleges
in the conference.
North Carolina is a crucial
state in President Obama’s reelection strategy. Last week, Vice
President Joe Biden visited
Davidson County Community
College, and the president is
visiting Charlotte on Wednesday.

Discrimination Harmful To
Health, Study Shows

DISTRIBUTED BY
HEALTHY LIVING NEWS

Fat And Happy:
Black Women Don’t Mind
Being Overweight, Says Study

Sugar needs to be controlled
like alcohol and tobacco say
University of California (UC)
health experts. They maintain
that sugar is causing a global
obesity problem contributing to
35 million deaths annually from
diseases like diabetes, heart
disease and cancer.
The health experts, doctors
in endocrinology, sociology and
public health, recently made
their case for a war on sugar in
the prestigious journal “Nature.”
The experts believe that
sugar’s potential for abuse, and
its toxicity and pervasiveness in
the Western diet, make it the
cause of a worldwide health
crisis
At the levels consumed by
most Americans, sugar changes
metabolism, raises blood
pressure, critically alters
hormones and causes significant

damage to the liver – the least
understood of sugar’s damages.
The effects of sugar also mirror
prolonged alcohol use.
According to the U.N.,
diabetes and obesity now pose a
greater health problem
worldwide than infectious
diseases. In the U.S., 75 percent
of health care dollars are spent
treating sugar related conditions.
Worldwide consumption of
sugar has tripled during the past
50 years making it a key contributor of the obesity epidemic.
According to the Univ. of Calif.
doctors, obesity is just a marker
for the damage caused by too
much sugar. This helps explain
why 40 percent of people with
metabolic syndrome — the
metabolic changes leading to
diabetes, heart disease and
cancer — are not clinically
obese.
The
problem
requires
community-wide solutions,
similar to what has occurred

Worldwide health crisis

with alcohol and tobacco, one of
the doctors said.
“We’re not talking prohibition,” emphasized Laura
Schmidt, PhD, MSW, MPH, of
the University of California, San
Francisco. “We’re talking about
gentle ways to make sugar consumption slightly less convenient, thereby moving people
away from the concentrated
dose. What we want is to
actually increase people’s
choices by making foods that
aren’t loaded with sugar comparatively easier and cheaper to
get.”

Sugary Cereals Popular In
Ethnic Minority Households

DISTRIBUTED BY
HEALTHY LIVING NEWS

Race based mistreatment

negative health effects as a
result of racial discrimination,”
said study coauthor Dr. Bridget
Gorman.
There were other differences in the study however. For
example, although a smaller
proportion of white adults
reported unfair race-based
treatment, those who did said
their health status was harmed
even more than the blacks
reporting the same.

A recent study shows that
black and Hispanic families are
most likely to buy sugary cereals
that are advertised directly to
children. The study, which
appears in the journal “Public
Health Nutrition,” shows that
ethnic minority households
purchase cereals advertised
directly to children at a 13 times
higher rate.

The findings may also
explain why cereal companies
have opposed stronger nutrition
standards. Advertising to
children appears to be extraordinarily effective at increasing
sales the researchers noted. They
suggest that improving the nutritional quality of cereals targeted
to children could lead to
healthier eating.
Minorities buy
more sugary cereal

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Public Housing Program

ST. PETERSBURG – On
Feb. 21, the St. Petersburg
Housing Authority (SPHA)
finalized the purchase of Sunset
Oaks Apartments, a 38-unit
senior housing development,
from 4888 Recovery LLC.
Sunset Oaks Apartments, located
at 4888 21st Avenue North in St.
Petersburg, will become part of
SPHA’s public housing program
as an option for income-eligible
senior citizens.
Joseph Lettelleir, chairman
of the SPHA Board of
Commissioners, said, “There is a
definite need for quality, affordable housing for the elderly in
this region. The Sunset Oaks
development will help serve that

need, and we look forward to
working hand-in-hand with
community members to ensure it
is a beautiful place to live.”
SPHA Chief Executive
Officer Darrell Irions said,
“Seniors in our community
shouldn’t have to struggle each
month to pay the rent or worry
about the quality of their
housing. Sunset Oaks will
provide attractive, sustainable
apartments for the elderly that
will fit within their monthly
budgets and should help them
alleviate some worries.”
With rent at approximately
30 percent of each resident’s
adjusted
monthly
income,
Sunset Oaks Apartments will be

an affordable option for seniors
who are living on fixed incomes.
Eligible residents must be ages
50 or older with incomes up to
80 percent of the Area Median
Income (AMI).
Sunset Oaks Apartments
offers 26 one-bedroom units at
632 square feet and 12 twobedroom units from 936 to 1152
square feet. The development
was recently renovated by the
seller, including fresh exterior
and interior paint, new sod, and
updated cabinets and countertops in select units.
With the addition of Sunset
Oaks, SPHA now owns or
administers 371 public housing
units, 34 affordable housing

Courtesy of

units, and more than 3,300
Section 8 / Housing Choice
Vouchers, U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban
Development (HUD)-Veterans
Affairs Supportive Housing
(VASH) vouchers, and projectbased housing vouchers. For
more information about SPHA’s
ho us i n g p r o g r a m s , v i s i t
www.stpeteha.org.

African American Heritage Project
Community Outreach Meetings

ST. PETERSBURG —
Mayor Bill Foster’s new initiative known as the St.
Petersburg African American
Heritage Project was launched
at the Sweetbay Supermarket’s
Black History Festival in
February. The purpose of the
project is to examine the rich
history of African Americans
in the city and to identify historically significant people,

places and buildings associated
with the African American
community.
The following Community
Outreach meetings are
scheduled to inform residents
of the project and collect additional information to develop
the scope and sites for the
project:
• March 15, 6 p.m., First
Baptist Institutional Church,

3144 3rd Ave. S.
• March 29, 6 p.m., Bethel
AME Church, 912 3rd Ave. N.
Individuals are invited to
bring any relevant information,
such as newspaper articles and
photographs, to the meeting.
City Staff will have a process
in place to nominate people,
places, and sites and to collect,
catalogue and return the items
to their owners at a later date.

HIGH SCHOOL

of the role the school played in
the lives of its students. “No
matter which class or which
grade, life lessons were taught
right along with the subject
matter. Those lessons prepared
us to deal with the adverse situations we faced on a daily basis.
We were assured that we were
special and capable of
achieving,” Harris explained.
The audience agreed with him, as
indicated by their thunderous
applause. This was a celebration
of history, a commemoration
honorable service, and a grand
reunion of a group of people
whose lives are the proof of how
children achieve when they are
taught to believe in their ability
and their self worth.
All activities were held on
the campus of the former Pinellas
High School, now the campus of
Clearwater Intermediate School,
1220 Palmetto Street. The
majority of the program participants were from the classes of
1959 through 1968, the last nine
years the school existed. Freddie
Mae Robinson, a retired principal
of Clearwater Intermediate, gave
the occasion for the program.
This event held a double
meaning for her. Although she
graduated from another high
school, she attended Pinellas
High in grades seven through
nine. Clearwater Intermediate
School is the school from which

she retired two years ago.
In attendance in addition to
Pinellas High School graduates
and their families were several
school board officials and
employees. Deputy Director Jim
Madden gave remarks; Retired
principal, Mrs. Lillie McGarrah,
presented a plaque to Mr. Philip
Wirth, the current principal of
Clearwater Intermediate School,
as a commemoration of the
occasion and in the memory of
Pinellas High School, home of
the Panthers. Gwen Feazell
conducted an emotionally
moving memorial service for
those who have passed away,
followed by an instrumental duet
by Wade Clark and Claude
Kennedy. Howard Harris, Willie
Tellis, Ed Baldwin, Freddie
Robinson, Arlington Nunn, and
Tasker Beal all paid tribute by
telling how Pinellas High helped
them to achieve. Other program
participants included Rev. Willie
McClendon, Jr., Ms. Marva
McWhite, Ms. Gloria Bailey,
John Feazell, Gloria McKellarCox, Robert Wiley, Rev. Leroy
Campbell, Eleanor Breland and
Sammie Rayner. Dr. Mae O.
Clemons’ book, “Florida’s
Forgotten Legacy: Segregated
Black Secondary Schools,” was
on display. The book provides a
first hand look at the phenomenon and is recommended as a
book to be read. Through its

continued from front page

What is amazing and worth celebrating is the fact that the
students of Pinellas High School
believed it all. They were certain
that they could compete with the
world and succeed, if they just
had the opportunity. They were
told that getting an education was
the way to get formerly closed
doors open and the paths to
opportunities cleared. Many
believed what they were told and
came back on Feb. 29 to tell
which paths they took to find and
seize those coveted opportunities. They came from all walks of
life. There were ministers,
educators, administrators, politicians, musicians, plumbers,
authors, business leaders,
lawyers, healthcare providers,
and every other occupation one
could possibly name.
The keynote speaker for the
event was Dr. Calvin Harris. A
1959 graduate of Pinellas High
School, Harris has served as an
educator/administrator in the
Pinellas County Schools and St.
Petersburg College. In addition,
he served as a Pinellas County
Commissioner for 13 years.
Now retired, he spends his time
mentoring youths within his
community or playing with his
grandchildren. Through his entire
address, Harris repeatedly spoke

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

DO YOU HAVE A TRIED
AND TRUE RECIPE?
Submit your recipe to
The Weekly Challenger!!
editor@theweeklychallenger.com

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

What are we looking for?
• Information on historical
sites and people
• Nominations
• Interest in being a friend
of the project, contact Ondria
McDonald, 727-893-7146.
Fo r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n ,
cal l K i m b e r l y H i n d e r a t
727-892-5451 or email
Kimberly.hinder@stpete.org.

Sunday, March 11 - Mt Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church to host book signing for Dr. Evelyn Bethune, granddaughter of Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune. Her book entitled
“Bethune: Out of Darkness Into the Light of Freedom,” will
engage you with history while connecting the legacy of the
relevance of today. She reminds us that much of what Dr.
Mary McLeod Bethune accomplished seems almost impossible, even by today’s standards. Yet her encouraging statements remind us of what humankind can accomplish when
the right synergy is reached. For more information contact
Reader’s Choice Bookstore at 727-867-3696
Friday, March 16 - Pinellas County Schools to Host African
American Male Summit. Pinellas County Schools’ Office of
Strategic Partnerships is sponsoring “Born Eagles:
Transformers in the Making” an African American Male
Summit, at the St. Petersburg College EpiCenter,
Collaborative Labs. The Summit is scheduled from 8:30
a.m.-2 p.m. Keynote Speaker is Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu,
African American Images, Inc., educational consultant,
mentor, national lecturer, and bestselling author of over 30
books including soon to be released, There is Nothing
Wrong With Black Students. Dr. Kunjufu’s work has been
featured in “Ebony” and “Essence” magazines and he has
been a guest on BET and Oprah. Dr. Kunjufu has dedicated
himself to uplifting communities across the country by
addresses dynamic topics such as black male/female relationship solutions, critical concerns in the area of raising our
children, particularly the black male child, and economic
solutions for the black community, and spiritual motivation.
The Summit will include specific sessions for high and
middle school students as well as parents.
Thursdays, April 12 & 19 - FREE 2-part “Household
Budgeting” Seminar, designed for people who want to learn
to live better on less and/or to save to buy a home. This
event is sponsored by the Community Service Foundation,
and takes place at the Sunshine Center located at 330 5th
Street North, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Attendees must be
present for both sessions to receive certificate of completion. Classes are free to the public.

Current principal Philip Wirth

graduates and their progeny,
Pinellas High School continues
to stand, inspire, and prosper.
The celebration was an idea
conceived, planned, and implemented by James and Gwen
Feazell. They enlisted the help of
the BTAG organization as
contact persons and event
planners. Much like the teachers
and parents treated them when
they attended Pinellas High
School, members of the BTAG
organization give today’s African
American students the resources
to study and participate in
cultural activities, receive
tutoring and spend time with
mentors who can see that the
necessary doors are open to these
students when they are prepared
to enter them.

City of St Petersburg
Notice to Respondents
Procurement & Supply Management
Qualifications will be received by the Procurement and Supply
Management Director, City of St. Petersburg, Municipal Services Center,
5th Floor, One 4th Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida, 33701 for:
952-81 NSP-3 Non-Profit Agency Acquisition and Rehabilitation of Single
Family Residential Properties, Request For Qualifications No. 7260.
Pre-Qualifications conference to be held at 11:00 a.m. ET,
Thursday, March 8, 2012 at the Municipal Services Center, 5th Floor
Conference Room, One 4th Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida, 33701.
Qualifications deadline at 3:00 p.m. ET, Tuesday,March 27, 2012.
A copy of this solicitation can be obtained in the Procurement
Department. For more information please visit our website at
http://www.stpete.org/purchase/solbidn.asp and click on the
bid number referenced above. The City of St. Petersburg, Florida
reserves the right to accept or reject any and all bids. The City reserves
the right to waive technicalities on bids. The decision as to what
constitutes a technicality shall rest solely with Louis Moore, CPPO,
Director of Procurement and Supply Management.

Through April 13 - Free Tax Preparation and assistance,
Gulfport Public Library, 5501 28th Ave. S. Hours: 10 a.m. - 2
p.m., Monday and Friday. Households with low to moderate
incomes for taxpayers of all ages but with an emphasis on
those over 60 years of age. TAXPAYERS MUST BRING
SOCIAL SECURITY CARDS FOR ALL PERSONS LISTED
ON THEIR TAX RETURNS, A PICTURE ID, AND ALL
PERTINENT RECORDS SUCH AS W2’S 1099’S, other
income & credits, & a copy of last year’s return if available.
Free Electronic filing is available at all sites.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
BLACK HISTORY
Community Spotlight

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Fannie Lou Hamer

Fannie Lou Townsend was
bo rn O ctober 6, 1917, in
M o n t g o m e r y C o u n t y,
Mississippi. The daughter of
sharecroppers, Hamer began
working the fields at an early
age. Her family struggled financially, and often went hungry.
Married to Perry “Pap”
Hamer in 1944, Fannie Lou
continued to work hard just to

get by. In the summer of 1962,
however, she made a lifechanging decision to attend a
protest meeting. She met civil
rights activists there who were
there to encourage African
Americans to register to vote.
Hamer became active in helping
with the voter registration
efforts.
Hamer dedicated her life to
the fight for civil rights, working
for the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee
(SNCC). This organization was
comprised mostly of African
American students who engaged
in acts of civil disobedience to
fight racial segregation and
injustice in the South. These acts
often were met with violent
responses by angry whites.
During the course of her activist
career, Hamer was threatened,
arrested, beaten, and shot at. But
none of these things ever

Source: biography.com and avaduvernay.com

deterred her from her work.
In 1964, Hamer helped
found the Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party, which was
established in opposition to her
state’s all-white delegation to
that year’s Democratic convention. She brought the civil rights
struggle in Mississippi to the
attention of the entire nation
during a televised session at the
convention. The next year,
Hamer ran for Congress in
Mississippi, but she was unsuccessful in her bid.
Along with her political
activism, Hamer worked to help
the poor and families in need in
her Mississippi community. She
also set up organizations to
increase business opportunities
for minorities and to provide
childcare and other family
services. Hamer died of cancer
March 14, 1977, in Mound
Bayou, Mississippi.

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Elder Walter Ross
Minister, Father, Military Veteran, Retired City Employee

The Elder Walter Ross came to St. Petersburg in
1955 from Thomasville, Georgia. He was a young
man then and had just been discharged from the
Marine Corp, after three years of service. Basic
training was at Camp LeJeune in North Carolina.
From there he went to the South Pacific. He and his
fellow soldiers tramped through the jungles and
swamps in Guam and Sai Pan, hauling ammunitions.
Although they experienced many acts of humiliation
and degradation, they served proudly in the Korean
Conflict and he was honorably discharged.
Ross came to St. Petersburg on the advice of a
friend who told him that there were many jobs
available. Thinking about the meager wages he had
earned prior to going into the military, Ross eagerly
packed his belongings and headed south. Once he
was here, he got a job right away. “We did not get
paid the kind of salaries people get today, but it was
far better pay than I had earned when I was
younger,” Ross related.
“There was a time when my pay was only fifty
cents per day,” Ross continued, “and I was thankful
to be able to earn that. Many young folks today find
it hard to believe me when I tell them about those
days because they started out making at least
twenty-five dollars an hour from the first time they
went to work. When you consider the times and
understand how people made decisions, you will
understand why I was willing to take a job with
wages so low. For one thing, there was nothing else
available; I was thankful to have a job. All of my
siblings and I went to work as soon as we were big
enough to do any thing worthwhile. We lived in a
farming community. We were sharecroppers on the
Stuart Plantation. Yes, there were still plantations
and field work in those days. The plows were hand
plows or plows pulled by a mule as it was guided by
one of us boys. We were not slaves, but the backbreaking work in the fields had to be a pretty good
imitation of it. Through it all, I thank God for all that
He has brought me and my family through. We
were able to work and take care of our family. I was
the fourth child with two sisters and three brothers.”
Moving to St. Petersburg was a good move for
Ross. Soon, he had a wife and children. “After getting
married, my wife and I both worked. Together, we
were able to provide for our family,” he said. Ross
recalled a time when he was making $30.00 per week
and his wife needed a medical treatment three times a
week that cost $10 each time. “I scrapped metals to get
enough to help out,” Ross said.
He talks about fifteen children, some adopted. All

of his children bring pleasant thoughts as he
remembers the time they spent together as his children
were growing up. He proudly explains that many of
his children went to college, and all of them have good
jobs. He has five daughters out of the fifteen children.
Four of his children are also ministers. Some of them
are living in St. Petersburg, but others are living in
Oklahoma and Michigan.
Church and school were the number one and
number two activities for the family. Their favorite
pastime as a family, however, was fishing. “We
went all over Florida and into Georgia to fish. My
boys, Rev Jones (pastor of Galilee) and I went
fishing every day except Sunday. Holidays and any
days we were not working and the boys were not in
school, we went fishing. Some of our favorite spots
were Lake Okeechobee in Florida and Lake
Ochlocknee, near Thomasville, GA,” noted Ross.
Ross worked for the City of St. Petersburg’s
Sanitation Department for thirty-seven years.
Another long term occupation was and still is his
service to the church. He started as a member of the
Freemont Church of God by Faith where Mother
Idella Jones and Elder Parrish pastored. “Then I
became the pastor,” explained Elder Ross. “Let me
clarify something. I was not always a minister. I
used to like card games. I played a few skin games,
but I never got into trouble. I also used to smoke,
but I never drank. Police officers Johnny B. Lewis
and Sam Jones played a part in my decision to
change my life, you might say. The talk they gave
me and my friends when they caught us in a crap
game behind the Snow Peak Restaurant scared me.
That is when I fully turned to the church. I have
been serving ever since. My advice to all: “Don’t
forget the bridge that brought you over. Remember
to stay close to God.”
Elder Walter Ross is the pastor of the Prescott
Street Church of God by Faith.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
LITERACY

continued from front page

Vendors were on hand to
promote the reading resources
available, such as tutoring
services provided by schools
and church groups, as well as
literacy groups that help
families by discussing the
importance of reading to
children at an early age and
owning a library card.
Local bookstores such as
Barnes and Nobles and various
independent book dealers, in
conjunction with the Youth
Services Department Main
Library Branch, donated close
to 400 books for the event,
almost doubling last year’s
donation. Books were distributed throughout the day to
children attending the festival
and participants in the event
held a Walk for Reading, where
they raised banners, treading
through the neighborhood
promoting literacy.
Besides promoting reading
in the community, the Friends
organization highlighted James
Weldon Johnson, hoping to
inform the local neighborhood
of his importance and his contributions to African American
history.
“This is our second year
and we thought we’d do this to
bring people out, so we can
convey the information that the
library is their library and that
James Weldon Johnson was a
great man. We want them to
take part. Honoring him is
using the library,” said Ernie
Coney, President of the Friends
of the Johnson Branch Library.
Both the Friend’s organization and the James Weldon
Johnson Library staff are
excited about the annual literacy
event and predict its future
success.
“I think this is an event for
this community that will
continue to grow through word
of mouth and as more and more
people are aware of it, they’ll
want to take part. It’s all good.”

Caring
for the

Soul

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.

International Women’s Day is celebrated
annually on March 8. As we look toward this
day, I am reminded of the many awe inspiring
women who supported me over the course of my
life. For example, there was Ms. R. who worked
with me in the sixth grade to help me overcome
my fear of singing in public. She practiced
Barbra Streisand’s, “Evergreen,” with me until I
could sing it in front of an auditorium filled with
parents, students, and friends. Even though I

Kathy Dort, Branch Librarian

Ernie Coney and Kevin Johnson

sang in church regularly, I was afraid to sing a
solo. However, Ms. R’s constant reassurance
enabled me to sing through my fear.
In many ways she gave me my voice. If I
could give one gift to everyone I know, it would
be the gift of voice. By voice, I am referring to
the courage to speak and live according to the
spirit within that guides us. Voice is guided by
our intuition, enabling us to know and trust that
the spirit within us will never lead us astray.

Children And Family Christian
Center Open House/Tea
ST. PETERSBURG - The
newly formed Children and
Family Christian Center will
hold its Open House/Tea
Saturday, March 17 at 4 p.m.
The event will take place at
South Side Tabernacle Baptist
Church, 3647 18th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg.
The mission of C.F.C.C. is
to create and utilize Christian
principles and family values to
build a healthy spirit, mind and

body. They provide tutoring,
mentorship, information and
referral services, life skills
workshops and bible study.
All services are free and no
religious
commitment
is
required.
The keynote speaker for this
Open House-Tea will be
City Council Member Wengay
Newton.
Refreshments will be served
and donations are welcomed.

Wengay Newton

Lynette Buchanan

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
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Future Community Events To editor@theweeklychallenger.com
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STATE & NATIONAL
Smokey Robinson Visits
Duke Ellington Students

BY SUZANNE GAMBOA

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Music legend Smokey
Robinson reached out to a new
generation of performing artists
last Friday, telling them they
were starting out as he did:
“with a love for doing
something creative.’’
Robinson, 72, visited Duke
Ellington School of the Arts,
named for the jazz great whose
music Robinson said was the
first he heard in his life because
it was always playing in his
Detroit home.
With students standing
nearby, Robinson said any of
them could follow him as a
singing sensation, because
“everybody starts with a love
for doing something creative.’’
“If you see somebody and
they are 15 and you say `Oh,
there’s a new artist.’ No, they’ve
been doing it since they were 6.
Everybody starts with that love,
so of course, some of these kids
will do that,’’ Robinson said.
Robinson said he started
singing the day he was born
“according to my mom.’’ He
sang in various bands in high
school, including The Miracles.

Just after high school, he
connected with Berry Gordy,
with whom he would later form
the Motown label. The label’s
first hit was Robinson’s “Shop
Around.’’
He went on to make hits
such as “Cruisin’,’’ “You’ve
Really Got a Hold On Me,’’
“Tracks of My Tears’’ and
“Tears of A Clown.’’
“I thank God for my life
because as a baby when I was 3,
and 4 and 5 years old I wanted
to be a singer, but I grew up in
the ‘hood in Detroit and I didn’t
know if that was possible, so I
am living my wildest childhood
dream right now,’’ he said.
Robinson said he is working
on a Christmas song and plans
another in Spanish. Edward
Ellington, son of Duke
Ellington, said Robinson told
him after they left the school
that he is learning Spanish.
A news conference and
appearance before a student
assembly are part of the
Ellington school’s 5-year-old
Performance Series of Legends
program.
Robinson also planned to
perform on Saturday at a soldout benefit concert for the

Report highlights the barriers to stable housing and wellbeing
experienced by homeless and low-income black families

Smokey Robinson

school at the Kennedy Arts
Center.
“I think it’s a shame that
many of our schools have had to
cut our arts programs and especially the inner-city schools,’’
said Robinson.
Previous legends program
artists who have given benefit
concerts for the school are
comedian David Chapelle, a
Duke Ellington school alumnus;
mezzo soprano Denyce Graves;
singer/musician Stevie Wonder
and soul/funk band Earth, Wind
and Fire.
Together they have raised
$2 million for the school, which
is about 80 percent African
American, 12 percent white and
6 percent Latino, said Rory
Pullens, the school’s chief
executive. It has an annual
budget of about $5.8 million.

Marriages Between
African And Native Americans
Produced Many Children
DISTRIBUTED BY
HEALTHY LIVING NEWS

Native Americans with
African ancestry produced more
children than ‘full bloods’ in the
early 1900s, despite the odds
being against them, a new study
demonstrates. Research by
Michael Logan, Ph.D., of the
University of Tennessee shows
that increased fertility occurred
at a time when things were not
going particularly well for both
African and Native Americans
in either social, economic and
health terms. The work is
published in Human Ecology.
One characteristic of the
demographic history of African
Americans and Native
Americans (“American
Indians”) is inter-racial
marriage. While most of these
N a t i ve A mer ican unions
involved Caucasian men, many
occurred between African and
Native Americans. The children
of these bi-cultural marriages
were “mixed bloods” who in

turn typically married nonIndians or other mixed bloods.
Using data from the U.S.
Census, Dr. Logan investigated
the fertility of Native Americans
to find why those with African
ancestry had so many children.
Dr. Logan shows that a host of
factors affected their reproductive success. These included
genetics, cultural practices and
their socio-economic and health
environments.
Dr. Logan examined the
reproductive histories of 295
women of mixed Indian-black
and Indian-black-white
heritage. He found that Indianblack marriages proved to be
advantageous in terms of
fertility, the average number of
births, and offspring survival.
The lower infant-childhood
death rates recorded for mixed
couples, together with variations in sterility and the number
of children by these mixed
parents shows why, they as a
population grew.
Dr. Logan’s study

WASHINGTON (AP) —
More than 70 percent of
students involved in schoolrelated arrests or cases referred
to law enforcement were
Hispanic or African American,
according to a report to be
re l e a s ed Tues day by the
Education Department that
raises questions about whether
students of all races are disciplined evenhandedly in
America’s schools.
In addition, black students
are more than three times more
likely than their white peers to
b e s u s pended or e xpelle d,

according to an early snapshot
of the report released to
reporters. The findings come
from a national collection of
civil rights data from 2009-2010
of more than 72,000 schools
serving 85 percent of the nation.
The Education Department
said it would release more
details Tuesday.
“The sad fact is that
minority stu d en t s acro s s
America face much harsher discipline than non-minorities,
even within the same school,”
Education
Secretary Arne
Duncan told reporters.
Duncan said some school
officials might not have been

NEW YORK – In 2010,
one out of every 141 black
family members stayed in a
homeless shelter, a rate seven
times higher than members of
white families, according to
“Intergenerational Disparities
Experienced by Homeless
Black Families,” a report
released by the Institute for
C h i l d r e n , P o v e r t y, a n d
Homelessness.
“The unfortunate fact is that
black families in the United
States are much more likely to
experience poverty than their
white counterparts, and are
overwhelmingly represented in
homeless shelters throughout
t h e c o u n t r y, ” s a i d I C P H
President and CEO Ralph da
Costa Nunez. “This report
raises the question of how
family
homelessness
has
moved beyond simply a poverty
issue and become a racial one.”
In 2010, nearly one-quarter
(23.3 percent) of black families
lived in poverty, three times the
rate of white families (7.1
percent). Black persons in
families make up 12.1 percent
of the U.S. family population,
but represented 28.8 percent of
sheltered persons in families in
2009. In comparison, 65.8

“Black Indians”
by William Katz

concluded that because mixedblood Indians with African
ancestry did so well reproductively speaks to their ability to
make the best lives for themselves and their children.
Especially in a highly racist
society. Those who faced so
many challenges fared well
reproductively despite the
hurdles they encountered.

aware of inconsistencies in how
they handle discipline, and he
hoped the report would be an
eye-opener.
According to the report, 42
percent of the referrals to law
enforcement involve black
students and 29 percent
involved Hispanics, while 35
percent of students involved in
school-related arrests were
b l ack an d 3 7 p ercen t were
Hispanic.
Black students made up 18
percent of the students in the
sample, but they were 35
percent of students suspended
and 39 percent of students
expelled, the report said.

percent of persons in families in
the general population are
white, while white family
members only occupied 28.6
percent of family shelter beds in
2009.
And the stark overrepresentation of black families in
homeless shelters was seen
throughout the country. For
example, in New York City and
St. Louis in 2009 twice as many
black families were found in
shelters (55.9 percent and 95
percent, respectively) compared
to their share of the general city
population (25.2 percent versus
49.5 percent). The opposite held
true for white families who
were vastly underrepresented in
local shelters (1.9 percent and 3
percent, respectively), given the
percentages of white families in
New York City and St. Louis
overall (36.1 percent versus
44.7 percent). The report shows
breakdowns for 37 cities nationwide.
“Prejudice and access
barriers experienced by black
Americans lead to higher rates
of poverty and unemployment,
lower educational attainment,
and ultimately homelessness,”
said ICPH Principal Policy
Analyst Matthew Adams.

More black families
in shelters

“This report highlights how
from coast to coast, these
entrenched problems lead black
families to be overrepresented
in homeless shelters across the
country.”
The Institute for Children,
Poverty, and Homelessness
(ICPH) is an independent
nonprofit research organization
based in New York City. ICPH
studies the impact of poverty on
family and child well-being and
generates research that will
enhance public policies and
programs affecting poor or
homeless children and their
families. Specifically, ICPH
examines the condition of
extreme poverty in the United
States and its effect on educational attainment, housing,
employment, child welfare,
domestic violence, and family
wellness.

Black Male Teachers
Becoming Extinct

BY ALLEN HUNTSPON
AND GEORGE HOWELL,
CNN

Minority Students
Face Harsher Punishments

BY KIMBERLY HEFLING

Black Families Greatly
Overrepresented Among
U.S. Homeless

AT L A N TA – Ta k e a
moment and think of all the
teachers you had between
pre-K and twelfth grade.
Now, how many of them
were black men?
For most people, this
question won’t take too long to
answer. That’s because less than
t w o p e r c e n t o f A m e r i c a ’s
teachers are black men,
according to the Department of
Education.
That is less than 1 in 50
teachers.
Terris King, 25, a kindergarten teacher at the Bishop
John T. Walker School in
Washington D.C., believes that
for African-American children,
having a strong role model in
front of them can make a huge
difference.
“I fit a void in their lives,”
King says, “A lot of them have
never felt what it feels like to
shake a man’s hand, [have him]
look them in the eye, and tell
them right from wrong. They
need those things. They need
someone in their lives who’s
strong — they need an African
American male in their lives
that’s positive.”
This year, King has just
over fifty African American
children from low-income
households in his classes.
“I look out of my window,
and I see gentlemen that are
standing on the corner, and I
look at my boys, and I can say to
myself what I’m going to teach
in a day about what’s right and
what’s wrong, might turn the
path a little bit.”
It’s this kind of impact that
Education Secretary Arne
Duncan says he is trying to

replicate in classrooms around
the country. He launched the
Teach campaign and is actively
trying to recruit more African
American men to go into
teaching straight out of college.
“I think all of our students
benefit from having a black
male in the classroom,” Duncan
says, “But particularly our
young black males. I think what
we haven’t talked about enough
is that we’re competing with the
gangs, we’re competing with
the drug dealers on the corner,
and when students fall through
the cracks, when young people
don’t have that positive mentor,
in a school setting, in the church
or community, there’s always a
guy on the street corner that can
say come my way.”
But if you ask most African
American men why they don’t
teach, they’ll tell you—-it just
doesn’t pay the bills. King says,
“Historically in our society
there is an expectation that a
man provides for their family.
This is an added pressure, that
warns against men becoming
teachers because of the salary.”
“I just want our teaching
workforce to reflect the tremendous diversity of our nation’s
young people. [But] I think fundamentally we have done a poor
job as a country, historically, of
making the teaching profession
attractive,” Duncan says.
The
newly
launched
RESPECT Project is one way
the Department of Education is
trying to do just that. By
offering incentives to teachers
and school districts that will
increase starting salaries and
provide more professional
development and training
among other things, Secretary
Duncan hopes to eliminate
barriers and concerns that may
keep qualified candidates away.

Less than two percent of
teachers are black men

“There
are
African
American men all over the
country with skills, and with
passion, that can serve these
boys in so many capacities that
they don’t even know,” King
says. “It makes a huge difference because [the students] are
able to be comfortable with
themselves, they’re able to see
what they’ll become one day,
and if those images are positive,
it raises their self identity to
another level.”
King hopes that by
reaching his young black boys
early, he’ll be able to help them
build a strong educational
foundation that will allow them
to buck another troubling
trend: the low number of
African American males
entering and graduating from
college. A recent report from
the Department of Education
showed that males are now a
distinct minority on campus –
even at historically black
colleges and universities.
“Its an honor for me to be
here with them. I feel like I’m a
part of a revolution in a sense
because we get to see the future
leaders of tomorrow starting
right here. I think at Bishop
Walker School, we really
believe in our boys and we
really believe that they can be
anything that they want to be.”
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Audited By

Colts Announce They Are Releasing Manning
BY MICHAEL MAROT
AP SPORTS WRITER

INDIANAP OL IS (AP ) —
Peyton Manning’s record-breaking
run as quarterback of the
Indianapolis Colts ended
Wednesday, when owner Jim Irsay
announced the team would release
its best player.
Both men paused frequently,
fighting tears and their voices
shaking, when they appeared
together at a news conference at
the Colts’ team complex.
“This has not been easy for
Jim,” Manning said, “and this has
certainly not been easy for me.”
The 35-year-old Manning will
become a free agent, and there is

expected be interest from a halfdozen or so NFL clubs, provided
he’s healthy. Manning is coming
off a series of operations to his
neck and missed all of last season.
Indianapolis needed to cut him
this week to avoid paying him a
$28 million bonus. The Colts are
widely expected to begin moving
on by taking Stanford quarterback
Andrew Luck with the No. 1
overall pick in April’s draft.
“It’ll always be a Colt,”
Manning said. “That’ll never
change.”
He forever will be thought of
around these parts as No. 18, the
quarterback who led the Colts to
an NFL championship.
He’ll be remembered, too, for

his record four MVP awards, his
50,000 yards passing and his 200
consecutive starts. Most of all,
Manning will be the guy in the
horseshoe helmet who turned
around a franchise and transformed a basketball-loving city
into a football hotbed that hosted
the Super Bowl a month ago.
Arizona, Miami, Tennessee,
Washington and the New York Jets
all have been rumored as possible
destinations; Manning’s former
offensive coordinator in
Indianapolis, Tom Moore, worked
for the Jets as a consultant last
season.
Manning has said his goal was
to play his entire career with the
Colts, but a damaged nerve that

Peyton Manning

forced him to have neck surgery
kept him out of action for all of
2011, and not coincidentally, his
team’s record plummeted to 2-14.

Florida High School Basketball Tournament

The Weekly Challenger
is distributed
in the following cities:

St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

LAKELAND - The Florida
High School Athletic Association
Tournament (FHSAA) was held in
Lakeland last week. There were 32
teams from around the state
competing. For the first time ever,
there were eight classifications,
which created a need to add an
extra day. Listed below are the
finals from each bracket:
1A. Chipley
(71)
vs.

Hawthorne (48)
2A. Orlando Christian Prep
(48)
vs.
Miami
Champagnat (29)
3A. Tampa Prep (58) vs.
Weston Sagemont (50)
4A. Ft. Lauderdale Pinecrest
(63) vs. Orlando Lake
Highland (57)
5A. Lake Wales (66) vs.
Jacksonville Parker (30)

6A. Miami Norland (64) vs.
Leesburg (36)
7A. Pompano Blanche Ely
(78) vs. Orlando Oak
Ridge (46)
8A. Miami Hialeah (63) vs. P
Hagerty Oveido (46)
Both Pinellas County teams,
Shorecrest Prep and St. Pete High,
lost in the first round.
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BY BARRY WILNER

Williams To Meet With NFL
After Bounties Uncovered

Now that the NFL has
uncovered a big-money bounty
program for players in New
Orleans, it likely will zero in on
o t h er t eam s Greg g Wi l l i am s
worked for.
That means the Titans,
Redskins, Jaguars and Bills
probably should all expect to hear
from the league soon.
Williams has admitted and
apologized for running a bounty
pool of up to $50,000 over the last
three seasons that rewarded players
with thousand-dollar payoffs for
knocking targeted opponents out of
games while he was the Saints’
defensive coordinator.
He will meet Monday with
NFL investigators in the New
York area, according to two people
familiar with the NFL’s investigation of the bounties. They spoke to
The Associated Press on condition
of anonymity Sunday because
details of the continuing investigation are not being disclosed. ESPN
first reported the meeting.
“It was a terrible mistake,’’
Williams said in a statement Friday
night shortly after the NFL
released the report. “And we knew
it was wrong while we were doing
it.’’
NFL spokesman Greg Aiello
said Sunday in an email to the AP
that the investigation was far from
over and that the league will
continue “addressing the issues
raised as part of our responsibility
to protect player safety and the
integrity of the game.’’
Before joining the Saints,
Williams was the defensive coordinator in Tennessee, Washington
and Jacksonville, and the head
coach in Buffalo. In January, he

was hired by new St. Louis Rams
coach Jeff Fisher to lead the
defense.
Former Redskins safety Matt
Bowen said Williams had a similar
bounty scheme when he was in
Washington. Former Bills safety
Coy Wire told The Buffalo News
that an environment of “malicious
intent’’ was in place when he joined
the team in 2002 when Williams
was the head coach. Wire said
Williams promoted “financial compensation’’ for hits that injured
opponents.
The NFL said payoffs were
made by the Saints for inflicting
game-ending injuries on targeted
players, including quarterbacks
Brett Favre and Kurt Warner.
“Knockouts’’ were worth $1,500
and “cart-offs’’ $1,000, with
payments doubled or tripled for the
playoffs.
No punishments have been
handed out, but they could include
suspensions, fines and loss of draft
picks. Several players around the
league have said the Saints and
Williams weren’t the only ones
with such a system.
“I knew they existed,’’ former
All-Pro guard Alan Faneca told the
AP. “If I hadn’t heard of it, I guess I
just assumed that it went on. I
wouldn’t say that I knew of a team
that did it all the time, more just in
big games.’’
Lions defensive tackle
Ndamukong Suh, who was
suspended for two games this
season for stomping on an
opponent and has been fined frequently by the NFL for rough
play, insisted Sunday his team had
no bounty program.
“I don’t take part in those
things and nor do my teammates
and nor my coaches. We don’t

allow that,’’ Suh said. “For me, personally, and I know my teammates,
we don’t want to put anybody out,’’
he added. “Especially me, I would
never want anybody to target me to
take me out, so why would I do it
against somebody else?’’
Aiello said the NFL would
look at “any relevant info regarding
rules being broken.’’
All payouts for specific performances in a game, including
interceptions or causing fumbles,
are against NFL rules.
“I’ve been around teams where
players put up money for game
goals like kickoff tackles inside the
20, 100 yards rushing, defensive
turnovers,’’ said Faneca, who
retired last May after playing 13
seasons for Pittsburgh, the New
York Jets and Arizona.
The NFL also warns teams
against such practices before each
season.
“The payments here are particularly troubling because they
involved not just payments for
`performance,’ but also for injuring
opposing players,’’ Commissioner
Roger Goodell said of the Saints in
a statement Friday. “The bounty
rule promotes two key elements of
NFLfootball: player safety and
competitive integrity.’’
The league said 22 to 27
defensive players were involved in
the program. Its findings were corroborated by multiple, independent
sources, and the pool amounts
peaked in 2009, the year the Saints
won the Super Bowl.
The 49ers were surprised when
the Saints called 18 first-half
blitzes in the teams’ exhibition
opener last August, won 24-3 by
the Saints in the Superdome. New
Orleans sacked the San Francisco
QBs six times: two on Alex Smith

Gregg Williams

and four against backup rookie
Colin Kaepernick.
One Saints player fined last
season for flagrant hits was safety
Roman Harper. In Week 14 against
Tennessee, he made two hits that
drew a total of $22,500 in fines.
Harper was fined $15,000 for
roughing the passer on a helmet-tohelmet hit, and another $7,500 for
unnecessary roughness when he
pulled down receiver Damian
Williams by his helmet after a long
catch and run. The tackle likely
stopped Williams from scoring,
and Gregg Williams defended
Harper’s aggressiveness on that
play after the game.
“If that guy doesn’t want his
head tore off, duck. Because that’s
how we’re playing. He needs to
duck, OK? And that is exactly what
you have to do,’’ Williams said.
“One of the things about playing in
this league is that your mental
toughness, your physical
toughness, all that kind of stuff
works hand in hand. And I love
Roman Harper and the way he
plays, and evidently a lot of other
people and players in the league do,
too, because they keep on voting
him to the Pro Bowl.’’
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Moore’s Chapel AME Church

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

3037 Fairfield Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-3187
Rev. James S. Cleare, Pastor

Pastor Cleare, and
wife Sis. April Cleare

“A New Season: GOD is doing more
at Moore’s Chapel AME Church”

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Church School...........................................Sunday 9:00 AM
“Where the Word of GOD is applied to Life”

Worship Service .......................................Sunday 10:30 AM
“Where the Word of GOD prepares us for Life”

Bible Study .........................................Wednesday, 7:00 PM
“Where the Word of GOD is explained for Life”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

10th Street Church Of God

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
B ro . R obe rt Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PROMOTE YOUR
CHURCH!
Call for
advertising rates today!
727-896-2922

ADVERTISE YOUR CH URCH EVENT
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E :
727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friends hip M issiona ry
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
“2012 ~ God Never Fails”
The Employee Relations
Counsel Ministry is accepting
Job Interest applications for
the position of Assistant
Minister of Music/Organist.
The ability to read music -

musically trained or holds a
degree in music is preferred.
Done by the order of the
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, Incorporated. Please
contact FBMC Office.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcome you to
open our doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at 7:45
and 10:45 Sunday School
begins at 9:30.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us

each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible
Study
or
each
Wednesday night at 7 as we
study the Book of Hebrews, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, Director of
Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33712. Our
telephone number: 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website:
www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel
Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 a.m.
for Sunday School and 10:15
a.m. worship service. Bible
Study and Teen Summit/
Children Rising are held at 7

Wednesday evening.
We are committed to a
C hrist-ce nter ed , p eo p l ecentered, team-centered and
Bible-based teaching
ministry; wi t h p ri o ri t i es
focused on love, forgiveness,
unity, peace and growth. We
celebrate in worship, we care
for one another, we cultivate
the fullest spiritual life
possible both individually and

corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these
principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages
and interests. We also
encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line
727-321-9645.
Telephone:727-327-0554
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.
com. Website: www.bmmbc.org

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Attention: Young Adults 18
– 25, our REACH Ministry
invites you to join the Tuesday
evening bible study weekly at 7
in the Youth Education
Building located at 921 20th
Street.
The Children and Youth
Ministries has a variety of
social outlets for ages 6-18.
Your child can learn basic
Christian
values
through
Scouting. Cub and Boy Scouts

meet every Monday at 6:30
p.m. Girl Scouts meet every
first, third and fifth Monday at
6:30 p.m.
Is your child interested in
music? Try our Community
Marching Band and Flag Corp
under the direction of Mr.
Deon Bryant. Contact the
church at 894-4311 for more
information.
Lunch Time Bible Study
each Wednesday at 12 noon.
We invited you for an interactive study for just 30 minutes in
the main sanctuary. Open to the
public.

We invite you, your family
and friends to join us for
weekly uplifting and spirit
filled worship services every
Sunday, at 7:45 a.m. and 10
a.m. Teen Services are held
every second, third, fourth
Sunday at 10 a.m. in the Youth
Chapel.
Visit us on the web: mzprogressive.org and like us on
FACEBOOK
for
other
ministry activities and events.
M t . Z i o n P ro g res s i v e
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. 727-894-4311.
www.mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon
their lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central theme, a
belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Coming in the Month of
March 2012
March 12 - Church Outing-

Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist (85th
Anniversary) 7 p.m.
March 18 - The Male Chorus
Presents Men in Harmony
4 p.m.
March 20 - 23 - The
Progressive M & E Baptist State
Convention at the Innisbrook
Golf Resort.
March 22 - Reverend Brian
K, Brown, Speaker for
Progressive M & E Baptist State
Convention - 7:30 p.m.
March 26 - Pizza Ministry
from 6:30 - 8 p.m.
March 30 - Monthly
Business Meeting at 7 p.m.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is

each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are
invited to come out and study
the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday at 7
p.m.

ADVERTISE YOUR
CH URCH EVENT
CALL

F O R A Q U OT E :

727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2

Church News due by 4 p.m.
on Monday of each week
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NEWS FROM AFRICA
Senegalese President,
In Setback, To Face Voters
In A Second Round

BY FUNGAI MABOREKE

Senegalese President
Abdoulaye Wade is headed for a
run-off after failing to get 50
percent of votes cast in the
midst of unprecedented preelection violence.
Presidential spokesperson,
Amadou Sall, observed: “The
numbers are clear, we are
headed to a second round.”
Wade is likely to run against
former Prime Minister Macky
Sall in his bid for a third term.
Early unofficial results - with
more than half of the vote
counted - gave Mr Wade 32
percent, with Sall pulling 25
percent. There were 12 other
candidates. According to Mr.
Sall, they have all agreed to
unite behind whoever emerged
as Mr. Wade’s challenger.
The President cast his vote
two weeks ago amid jeers and
boos from disgruntled citizens.
“What has happened has
be e n the m os t bloody a nd
bl o o d - f illed campa ign the

Senegalese President Abdoulaye Wade

country has ever known,” said
commentator Arame Tall on the
news show Democracy Now.
“We’ve had 10 elections since
independence. Every one of
them has had its ups and
downs… But this year, 12
people died protesting Wade’s
attempt to have a third term,
which the Constitution clearly

does not allow him to do.”
“Wade was our Obama in
year 2000… He came with the
slogan of change – Sopi - in
Wolof.
“So when he tried to groom
his son to succeed him, people
resented it… now the youth has
turned its back on him. And
that’s a monumental change.”

WE WE LC O M E
YO U R LETTE R S TO
TH E E D ITO R

Niger: 3 Million Children
Threatened By Hunger

BY OUSSEINI ISSA

BOBOYE, NIGER - Women
have been left in charge of many
of the households in the village of
Zamkoye-Koïra, in western
Niger, as food shortages have
driven male family members to
leave in search of work
elsewhere. A national survey of
vulnerable households shows
that 5.4 million people face food
insecurity across Niger.
“The men have gone to look
for a way to feed the women and
children left behind in the village,
because there was no harvest at
all this year,” 40-year-old Bibata
Mounkaïla told International
Press Service.
“We’ve eaten only once a
day for several months,” the
mother of eight said, in the midst
of making a simple porridge out
of sorghum that will have to
satisfy her family for the whole
day. “The situation also means
that our children are no longer
going to school - the nearest one
is in a neighboring village, three
kilometers from here.”
Aoudi Adamou, a family
head who has chosen to stay,
fears the crisis will grow worse if
food aid to vulnerable people,
announced by the government,
arrives late.
“It’s only thanks to support
from other families that some are
still finding something to eat,” he
told IPS, “but this situation
cannot last for long. The authorities have to come quickly with

aid if we are to avoid a disaster.”
Adamou’s distress call is
echoed from several parts of the
landlocked West African country,
which this year faces a serious
food crisis following a poor
growing season in 2010 to 2011.
Poor rains resulted in a deficit of
more than half a million tons of
grain and a shortfall of fodder for
livestock of more than 10 million
tons.
The vulnerability survey,
carried out in December 2011,
found that more than a third of
the population of 15.7 million are
in a position of food insecurity 1.5 million will face severe food
shortages.
The government and its
partners are trying to mobilize
resources to avert this major food
crisis - “which is already upon
us,” according to Eric-Alain
Ategbo, the chief nutrition expert
for the United Nations Children’s
Fund office in Niamey, the
Nigerien capital.
According to Ategbo, some
330,000 children are facing
severe malnutrition presently,
and nearly 700,000 more face
moderate hunger. “We have seen
20,000 cases of malnourishment
across the country, with 5,000
new cases recorded each week
(in medical centers).”
Launching an appeal for aid
in the western town of Tillabéri
on Jan. 17, Nigerien Prime
Minister Brigi Rafini said the
country needed some 224 million
dollars.

These resources would be
put towards actions to ease the
crisis, such as the launch of a
major expansion of irrigated
farming, the purchase and distribution of animal fodder, and
other efforts against malnutrition,
according to Rafini.
But for Hassoumi Sadou, a
member of a farmers’ cooperative in Niamey, “the success of
the operation will depend on the
direct involvement of producers
in the implementation of the
actions. This is still not the case,”
he told IPS.
The international non-governmental organization Save the
Children, based in London, has
spoken out in support of the
Nigerien government, calling on
the international community to
mobilize funds for children
threatened by malnutrition.
In a communiqué published
on Jan. 27, the NGO said some
three million Nigerien children
are facing hunger, putting the cost
of interventions needed to avoid
disaster at 47 million dollars.
N’Dèye Marianne Tounkara,
Advocacy Director for the
Newborn & Child Survival
Program at the Niamey office of
Save the Children, says the
appeal aims bring international
attention to the risk of a major
food and nutrition crisis in Niger
in the coming weeks.
“We must act quickly to put
in place corrective and preventive measures to reduce the
threat,” she told IPS.

